Overcomers Series 3 of 3
Let perseverance finish its work

Why am | here? What do | want to do with my life?
What is the reason God has me here? What does He want to do with my life?

Overcomer: (Definition)
a person or one who succeeds in dealing with or gaining control of some problem or
difficulty

Perseverance - persistence in doing something despite difficulty or delay in achieving
success

Perseverance In Trials
James 1:2-4
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because
you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its
work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.

e The testing of your faith produces perseverance

e perseverance - persistence in doing something despite difficulty or delay in achieving

success
e Let perseverance finish its work
e Finished work is a mature and complete follower of Jesus

The Work of Perseverance

Romans 5:1-5

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we
now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in
our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God'’s love
has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

Run With Perseverance

Hebrews 12:1-3 The Message

Do you see what this means—all these pioneers who blazed the way, all these veterans
cheering us on¢ It means we'd better get on with it. Strip down, start running—and never
quit! No extra spiritual fat, no parasitic sins. Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and
finished this race we're in. Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he was
headed—that exhilarating finish in and with God—he could put up with anything along the
way: Cross, shame, whatever. And now he's there, in the place of honor, right alongside
God. When you find yourselves flagging in your faith, go over that story again, item by item,
that long litany of hostility he plowed through. That will shoot adrenaline into your souls!



Are We Persevering Just to Get Through a Trial?
Ephesians 2:10 AMPC
For we are God's [own] handiwork (His workmanship), recreated in Christ Jesus, [born anew]
that we may do those good works which God predestined (planned beforehand) for us
[taking paths which He prepared ahead of time], that we should walk in them [living the
good life which He prearranged and made ready for us to live

e |t is more than enduring or holding on to the end

God Has a Plan

Jeremiah 29:11-14

For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray
to me, and | will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your
heart. | will be found by you,” declares the Lord...

God is at Work in Us

Romans 8:26-30 the message

Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God'’s Spirit is right alongside helping us
along. If we don’t know how or what to pray, it doesn’'t matter. He does our praying in and
for us, making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our aching groans. He knows us far better
than we know ourselves, knows our pregnant condition, and keeps us present before God.
That's why we can be so sure that every detail in our lives of love for God is worked into
something good. God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from
the outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as the life of his Son.
The Son stands first in the line of humanity he restored. We see the original and intended
shape of our lives there in him. After God made that decision of what his children should be
like, he followed it up by calling people by name. After he called them by name, he set
them on a solid basis with himself. And then, after getting them established, he stayed with
them to the end, gloriously completing what he had begun.

With God On Our Side We Are Overcomers

Romans 8:31-39 message

So, what do you think2 With God on our side like this, how can we lose? If God didn't
hesitate to put everything on the line for us, embracing our condition and exposing himself to
the worst by sending his own Son, is there anything else he wouldn't gladly and freely do for
use And who would dare tangle with God by messing with one of God's chosen?2 Who
would dare even to point a fingere The One who died for us—who was raised to life for
usl—is in the presence of God at this very moment sticking up for us. Do you think anyone is
going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ’s love for us¢ There is no way! Not
trouble, not hard fimes, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not
backstabbing, not even the worst sins listed in Scripture: They kill us in cold blood because
they hate you. We're sitting ducks; they pick us off one by one. None of this fazes us because
Jesus loves us. I'm absolutely convinced that nothing—nothing living or dead, angelic or
demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely nothing can
get between us and God'’s love because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.



Strength to Perseverance

Isaiah 40:28-31

Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the
ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.
He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired
and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk
and not be faint.

Surrender Your Life

Romans 12:1-2The Message

So here's what | want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your
sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an
offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t
become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix
your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he
wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging
you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed
mafturity in you.

https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=fvMQ xStg2M



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvMQ_xStg9M

