
Video - This We Pray (skitguys)

The Church Refocused on Mission
The Same BUT Different

Mission - a strongly felt aim, ambition, or calling

Discussion Question 1 - Given the current condition of the world, what is causing
the delay in Christ's return?

2 Peter 3:3-4, 8-9
Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing

and following their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he
promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the
beginning of creation.”... But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the

Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The
Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he

is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance.

Discussion Question 2 - Do We have any role to play in Christ’s return?
2 Peter 3:11-13

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to
be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of
God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the

heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his
promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where

righteousness dwells.

We Need to Change the Way we Think to Refocus and See the Same Way as
the Head of the Church Romans 12:2

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s

will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

The Head of the Church on Mission - To Seek and Save the Lost
Luke 19:1-10

People Want to See Jesus Vss 1-4
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name
of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see
who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. So

he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was
coming that way.



Jesus Went to Him Vss. 5-6
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus,

come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” So he came down
at once and welcomed him gladly.

Jesus Acted “Out of the Religious Box”  vs 7
All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a

sinner.”

Real Change Vss 8-10
But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give

half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of
anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” Jesus said to him, “Today

salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.
10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

The Body of Christ Will Bring Jesus to a Lost and Dying World
Eph. 4:11-13

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors
and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ
may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness

of Christ.

A Mature Body
Eph. 4:14-16

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and

craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming.  Instead, speaking the truth in
love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is

the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does

its work.

The Same But Different - Don’t Put God in a Box
1 Corinthians 12:4-7,11

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are
different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of

working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. Now to
each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good... All

these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each
one, just as he determines.



Staying Connected to the Head
Colossians 2:19

They have lost connection with the head, from whom the whole body,
supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes

it to grow.


