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The Life We Now Live

A Picture of Old Testament Life

Sin a Great Dilemma for God and Man
Exodus 32:30-35

The next day Moses said to the people, “You have committed a
great sin. But now I will go up to the Lord; perhaps I can make

atonement for your sin.” So Moses went back to the Lord and said,
“Oh, what a great sin these people have committed! They have

made themselves gods of gold. But now, please forgive their sin—but
if not, then blot me out of the book you have written.” The Lord

replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of
my book. Now go, lead the people to the place I spoke of, and my
angel will go before you. However, when the time comes for me to

punish, I will punish them for their sin.” And the Lord struck the people
with a plague because of what they did with the calf Aaron had

made.
● Sin Separates us from God

● Sin Carries a Punishment With it
● God is Holy and Just and must Punish Sin
● God is Compassionate and Full of Mercy

● Atonement Has to be Made for Sin

Exodus 33:4-6
When the people heard these distressing words, they began to

mourn and no one put on any ornaments. For the Lord had said to
Moses, “Tell the Israelites, ‘You are a stiff-necked people. If I were to
go with you even for a moment, I might destroy you. Now take off

your ornaments and I will decide what to do with you.’” So the
Israelites stripped off their ornaments at Mount Horeb.



The Tent of Meeting
Exodus 33:7-11
Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some
distance away, calling it the “tent of meeting.” Anyone inquiring of
the Lord would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp. 8 And

whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood
at the entrances to their tents, watching Moses until he entered the

tent. As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come
down and stay at the entrance, while the Lord spoke with Moses.

Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the
entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the

entrance to their tent. The Lord would speak to Moses face to face,
as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but

his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.
● They could physically see God was present

● They could go to Moses and inquire of the Lord
● They could observe the time Moses spent with God

● It was a place of intimate relationship
Discussion Question #1 - Imagine you were living at this time. What

are the advantages or disadvantages you see compared to life
now?

Moses Uses His Relationship with God to Intercede for the People
Exodus 33:12-17

Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these
people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me.
You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor with
me.’ If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know
you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is

your people.”



God’s Presence Identifies Them As Different
Exodus 33:14-13

The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you
rest.” Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us,

do not send us up from here. How will anyone know that you are
pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What
else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on
the face of the earth?” And the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very

thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know
you by name.”

Moses Asks to See God’s Glory
Exodus 33:18 - 23
Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.” And the Lord said, “I will
cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my
name, the Lord, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will

have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have
compassion. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may

see me and live.” Then the Lord said, “There is a place near me
where you may stand on a rock.  When my glory passes by, I will put

you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have
passed by. Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but

my face must not be seen.”

Through Christ We Have Atonement and Promise of New Life

Peace With God
Romans 5:1-2

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we[a] have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we
have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28049a


God’s Presence Now Dwells in Us
Romans 5:5-8
And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been

poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been
given to us. You see, at just the right time, when we were still

powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for
a righteous person, though for a good person someone might

possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

No Longer Slaves to sin
Romans 6:5-7

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will
certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we

know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled
by sin might be done away with,[a] that we should no longer be

slaves to sin— because anyone who has died has been set free from
sin.

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.
For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot

die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died,
he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the

same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ
Jesus.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28075a


Romans 12:1-2
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy,
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to
God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
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