Honoring God with Tithes & Offerings
Malachi 3

Is this really a good time to talk about giving when times are so hard?
How do you see God? Is He a giver or a taker?
I. Nuts and Bolts of Giving

What is Tithes and Offerings and is there a difference?

e Titheis a tenth or 10% of all the Lord has put into your trust and is the starting

place for our giving (Deuteronomy 14:22-27)

e Offerings are the freewill giving above the 10% (2 Corinthians 8-9)
Exodus 35:4-5a
Moses said to the whole Israelite community, “This is what the Lord has commanded:
From what you have, take an offering for the Lord. Everyone who is willing is to bring
to the Lord an offering of gold, silver and bronze;...
Exodus 36:6-7
Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: “No man or
woman is to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary.” And so the people
were restrained from bringing more, because what they already had was more than
enough to do all the work.

Isn’t Tithing an Old Testament Practice?

e Giving of 10% did not originate in the Levitical law with Moses

e Abraham gave a tithe to Melchizedek
Hebrews 7:1-3
This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham
returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed him, and Abraham gave him a
tenth of everything. First, the name Melchizedek means “king of righteousness”; then
also, “king of Salem™ means “king of peace.” Without father or mother, without
genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, resembling the Son of God, he
remains a priest forever.

e Jacob also gave a tithe
Genesis 28:20-22
Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over me on
this journey | am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that |
return safely fo my father’s household, then the Lord will be my God and this stone
that | have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that you give me | will give
you a tenth.”

e Jesus mentioned Tithing
Matthew 23:23


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2023%3A23&version=NIV

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of
your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important
matters of the law—ijustice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the
latter, without neglecting the former.

ll. Getting to the Heart of the Matter

Key Text: Matthew 6:24
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or
you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God
and money.

e Money is a gauge of your devotion

e Who is the master of your life?

It's all about the heart

Matthew 6:20-22

But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.

It's About Honoring God
Proverbs 3:9-10
Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops;then your barns will
be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.
e It ALL Belongs to Him
o Psalm 24:1-2
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he
founded it on the seas and established it on the waters.
e Remembering the Source
o Deuteronomy 8:17
You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced
this wealth for me.” But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the
ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your
ancestors, as it is today.
¢ |t Demonstrates Our Trust/Faith in Him
o Matthew 6:32-34
For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you
need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

lll. How Does God View the Withholding of Tithes?

Return to Me
Malachi 3:6-7



“I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.
Ever since the time of your ancestors you have furned away from my decrees and
have not kept them. Return to me, and | will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty.

How Are We to Return?

Malachi 3:8-9

“But you ask, ‘How are we to returne’ “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.
“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?¢' “In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a
curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me.

God’s Heart is Revealed

Malachi 3:10-12

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test
me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of
heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. |
will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop
their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. “Then all the nations will call you
blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the Lord AImighty.

God Doesn’t Notice

Malachi 3:13-14

“You have spoken arrogantly against me,” says the Lord. “Yet you ask, ‘What have
we said against you?' “You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What do we gain by
carrying out his requirements and going about like mourners before the Lord
Almightye But now we call the arrogant blessed. Certainly evildoers prosper, and
even when they put God to the test, they get away with it."”

God'’s Heart Towards Those Who Honor Him

Malachi 3:16-18

Then those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and the Lord listened and
heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who
feared the Lord and honored his name. “On the day when | act,” says the Lord
Almighty, “they will be my treasured possession. | will spare them, just as a father has
compassion and spares his son who serves him. And you will again see the distinction
between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those
who do not.



