Key Text: Haggai: Get Your Priorities in Order

1. The Issue
Haggai 1:2-4
“This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not
yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house.'” Then the word of the Lord came
through the prophet Haggai: “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in
your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruine”

2. The Consequences
Haggai 1:5-6,
“Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your
ways. You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never
have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but
are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in
it.”

V9-11

“You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought
home, | blew away. Why?2" declares the Lord Aimighty. “Because of my
house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own
house. Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew
and the earth its crops. | called for a drought on the fields and the
mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the olive oil and everything else
the ground produces, on people and livestock, and on all the labor of
your hands.”

3. The Command
Haggai 1:7-8



This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. Go
up intfo the mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that
| may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the Lord.

2 Corinthians 13:5
Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves.

4. The People Respond
Haggai 1:12
Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest,
and the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the Lord their
God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the Lord their
God had sent him. And the people feared the Lord.

5. God Responds
Haggai 1:13-14
Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, gave this message of the Lord to the
people: “I am with you,” declares the Lord. So the Lord stirred up the spirit
of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua
son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the
people. They came and began to work on the house of the Lord
Almighty, their God,

Haggai 2:4-9

But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the Lord. ‘Be strong, Joshua son
of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares
the Lord, ‘and work. For | am with you,’ declares the Lord Almighty. ‘This is
what | covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And my Spirit
remains among you. Do not fear.” “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘In
a little while | will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea



and the dry land. | will shake all nations, and what is desired by all nations
will come, and | will fill this house with glory,’ says the Lord AImighty. ‘The
silver is mine and the gold is mine,” declares the Lord Almighty. ‘The glory
of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’
says the Lord Almighty. ‘And in this place | will grant peace,’ declares the
Lord Almighty.”

Matthew 6:25-34

“Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not
sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much more valuable than they2 Can any one of you
by worrying add a single hour to your life2 “And why do you worry about
clothese See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin.
Yet | tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one
of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here
today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe
you—you of little faithe So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or
‘What shall we drinke’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after
all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.



